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Abstract

Syntactic structure is a fundamental feature of any language and is referred to by different terms across
languages including Dastoor in Persian grammar in English and Nahw in Arabic. This study investigates
second-language acquisition through the mastery of Arabic syntax (Nahw) with particular emphasis on
the role of motivation in the learning process. The study employed a quantitative research design and
was conducted among students majoring in Islamic Theology at the Shahid Rajaei Campus of Farhangian
University in Semnan. The target population consisted of 33 students (n = 33). Data were collected using
a questionnaire developed based on the framework proposed by Dérnyei and Taguchi to examine both
the direct effect of Nahw on Arabic language acquisition and its indirect effect through learners'
motivation. The questionnaire initially comprised 45 items across five dimensions: Nahw learning
experience motivational factors psychological and social effects linguistic skills and future behavioral
intentions. Responses were measured using a five-point Likert scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree)
to 5 (strongly agree). Following questionnaire administration 11 participants withdrew from the study.
The final sample consisted of 22 participants although the statistical analysis was conducted on 21 valid
responses. The reliability and validity of the measurement instrument were examined using SmartPLS
and T-values were used to assess the statistical significance of the individual items. Convergent validity
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analysis yielded values above 0.86 for all constructs supporting the reliability of the measurement model.
The Cronbach's alpha coefficient was 0.96 indicating a high level of internal consistency. Discriminant
validity was also assessed with values exceeding 0.50 across all dimensions supporting the validity of
the constructs. The significance analysis showed T-values above the threshold of 1.96 for most items;
however Items 3 9 and 17 did not meet this criterion and were therefore removed. The remaining items
demonstrated acceptable levels of significance and reliability. The findings indicate a significant
relationship between mastery of Nahw and Arabic language proficiency as well as a significant role for
Nahw in fostering learners' motivation to study Arabic. Furthermore the statistical findings suggest that
mastery of Arabic syntax enhances learners' comprehension of Arabic texts and enables them to identify
more nuanced and interpretive dimensions of textual meaning.
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