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Abstract

In the paper, position of Akkadian and Arabic language among Semitic
languages are determined and they are compared by linguistic factor. By means of
distinguishing between temporal and linguistic priority, it is shown that a language
could be older than other while former has preserved properties which the latter has
missed them. In this paper, it is shown that Arabic temporally is posterior, but
linguistically prior than to Akkadian. It means that some properties with origin of
Proto-Semitic without changing are retained in Arabic and same properties have
changed in Akkadian. Archaic properties of Arabic compared to Akkadian could be
classified in two groups: (1) Phonemic properties and (2) Grammatical properties.
Arabic language preserves Proto-Semitic phonemes: /0/, /h/, /6/, /S, 101, 157, /g/, I/
that disappeared completely in Akkadian language. On the other hand, these
phonemes which have existed in Proto-Semitic gradually have changed to other
phonemes in Akkadian, while they remained without any change in Arabic
language. Most important grammatical properties which are maintained in Arabic
language and disappeared in Akkadian language as follows: duality in personal
pronouns (independent pronouns and affixes), duality in verbal conjugation (perfect
and imperfect aspect). Final change that is studied in this paper is word order in the
sentence. As with most Semitic languages, Arabic has maintained Proto-Semitic
order VSO (verb-subject-object), while in Akkadian by influence of Sumerian
language Proto-Semitic word order has changed to SOV (subject-object-verb).
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1. Verb, Subject, Object.

2. Subject, Object, Verb.

350 ol 53 358 03 Culey (VSO) L5 oS conl 5 el ol s L@.S]ﬁ\.la (ool sl ple ole 51LY

oS a3 ol 3 il 618 Sl SIS 51 3 1 (VSO) ol ()l ln o5 ks K3y 55
.(Huehnergard and Woods, 2008: 128) 4, .S



YA | I old o pe by 308 (sl Shog siekas | suspps

m_;gmjdl_lejurbdj_.ﬁ (i placio LB 55 e jled Lads a4 (g o0 AT b3
5 ol e~ Jels ~ b I s e ladlar L
Ol 5 e oley Bt b aSiTL o 48 3550 0 aoes o aniS i ol 55 a5
2l A 54 S| Og.jL'GTgAL_M Ol el Gla S5 o5 5 Lo Blod 4 bl il (505
Sz el adlis ol 5348 0l 55 ol o) Gla S5 (3 Snmlis ) il S sy
7 5 SIS SLagly 3ppe 53 Lsply AU s e b Su b AL 5 ek BLbl e W e



VEY bl g 5lag o) oplad o ay9d wonye ol g 1l ael 13 agi | Fe

&l

2Gowed Amal Andan 1500 oy palf Al g s VAFY) S

o ilon o jlaz VLo 4 g0ms il 68T 0l 136 5 oDl (baaslin (VF* +) sl (6350l

ce sl S5 O jlmallo pls 50 20 g5 ¢l (sla i 555 Loyl

Bennett, Patrick R. (1998). Comparative Semitic Linguistics: A Manual, Indiana: Eisenbrauns.

Caplice, Richard (2002). Introduction to Akkadian, Studia Pohl, Series Maior 9. Rome:
Pontifical Biblical Institure.

Faber, Alice (1997). “Genetic Subgrouping of the Semitic Languages”, in The Semitic
Languages, ed. Robert Hetzron, Routledge.

Huehnergard, John (2008). “Afro-Asiatic”, in The Ancient Languages of Syria-Palestine and
Arabia, ed. Rogerd D. Woodard, New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 225-246.

Huehnergard, John (2000). A Grammar of Akkadian. Harvard Semitic Studies 45. Atlanta:
Scholars Press.

Huehnergard, John and Christopher Woods (2008). “Akkadian and Eblaite”, in The Ancient
Languages of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Aksum, ed. Rogerd D. Woodard, New York:
Cambridge University Press, pp. 83-152.

Lambdin, Thomas O. (1971). Introduction to Biblical Hebrew. New York: Scribners.

Macdonald, M. C. A (2008). “Ancient North Arabian”, in The Ancient Languages of Syria-
Palestine and Arabia, ed. Rogerd D. Woodard, New York: Cambridge University Press,
pp. 179- 224.

Nebes, Norbert and Peter Stein (2008). “Ancient North Arabian”, in The Ancient Languages of
Syria-Palestine and Arabia, ed. Rogerd D. Woodard, New York: Cambridge University
Press, pp. 145-178.

Soden, W. von (1995). Grundriss der Akkadischen Grammtik. Analecta Orientalia 33. Rome:
Pontifical Biblical Institute.





